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[bookmark: _9a4rnwyfaqi1]Mission & Objectives


Mission
The Data Incubator is a leading educator for individuals with advanced degrees looking to transition into the data science industry, committed to increasing data science literacy and adoption. We offer students a comprehensive and innovative education to achieve success as data scientists, delivered in a hands-on, practical learning environment, by an organization that values exploration, collaboration, integrity, and excellence. The Data Incubator fosters a community of data scientists among its students, alumni, staff, and industry partners, committed to sharing and expanding data science knowledge, and continuing life-long education, and training.

Objectives
The Data Incubator is committed to offering practical education in a student-first environment where administrators and faculty work diligently to deliver services and instruction that meets individual student needs and prepares them for future success in the data science field. To achieve this, we have identified the following objectives:

1. Thoroughly qualify program candidates, through a technically rigorous application process, to ensure admitted students possess the necessary prerequisites.
2. Provide an educational setting that encourages engagement and fosters collaboration and community through in-classroom peer-to-peer learning exercises, and extracurricular group activities.
3. Embrace continuous improvement in our work to ensure an improved experience for each graduating cohort of students.
4. Enforce and maintain policies that ensure academic comprehension and accountability.
5. Attract a diverse and experienced group of administrators and instructors dedicated to the students' success both during and after the program. 








[bookmark: _qgt2j9ileg4o]Courses Offered

The Data Incubator offers a full-­time immersive Fellowship program. The Data Science Fellowship Program is designed to prepare students for data science careers. The Data Incubator’s educational programs are not designed to lead to positions in a profession, occupation, trade, or career field requiring state licensure. 

The Data Incubator offers the following courses:

	Course
	Length
	Type of Course

	
	
	Immersive
	Part-time

	Data Science Fellowship Program
	320 hours / 8 weeks
	✔
	





[bookmark: _8m6wdr2ppu4a]Facilities & Equipment

[bookmark: _o84qszgon2de]Equipment:
Students are required to bring their own laptops. Laptops must be capable of connecting to the internet and running a modern Chrome browser. The Data Incubator provides each student with a cloud server (hosted by DigitalOcean) with a 24-core processor, 68GB of RAM, and 3280GB of disk space for coursework completion.

Students participating remotely must also have a means of connecting to Zoom GoToMeeting for lecture (a webcam is not required, but the ability to view a video conference with audio is necessary). Students interested in joining the Fellowship Program online are encouraged to test their computer’s ability to connect to ZoomGoToMeeting prior to signing up / applying. ZoomGoToMeeting provides the ability to join a test session here: https://zoom.us/testHYPERLINK "https://support.citrixonline.com/en_US/Meeting/all_files/G2M050001"https://support.citrixonline.com/en_US/Meeting/all_files/G2M050001 

[bookmark: _y5ta8xjkx3w]
[bookmark: _sz9j9f80ao0g]


[bookmark: _mkh1fa8v4zkm]Hours of Operation:
The Data Incubator team is online from 9AM - 6PM, Monday-Friday, with exceptions made for Federal Holidays. 
[bookmark: _ii24mzl0ppid]Data Science Fellowship Program
(320 hours / 8 weeks)

The Data Science Fellowship Program is an intensive 8-week course that aims to prepare master’s students, PhDs, and postdocs in STEM and social science fields for careers in industry as data scientists (SOC Code 15-2051).

The course is divided up into eight modules, each with an associated assignment (“mini-project”). There is also a job search curriculum, comprisinged of both soft skills and technical interview practice, that is taught throughout the 8 weeks (there is one soft skills lecture per week along with an associated assignment, and each Friday technical interview practice takes the place of normal technical lecture). 

Course Level: Intermediate

Topics Covered: *
· Data manipulation and cleaning in Python
· Machine learning (introductory and advanced)
· MapReduce
· Data visualization
· Spark
· TensorFlow
· Data science for business
· Soft skills & technical interview practice

*See the following pages for a detailed breakdown of each module and the topics covered therein.

Students Will Learn How To:
· Effectively preprocess, clean, and join data from disparate sources 
· Build predictive models to answer industry-relevant questions
· Write and deploy large-scale distributed applications using Spark and MapReduce
· Analyze and visualize data as part of decision-making processes
· Understand the skills necessary to navigate the data science job market and secure employment in the field


Prerequisites:
· Master’s or PhD (earned or to be completed within 1 year from admission)	Comment by Robert Schroll: Update to allow job experience with bachelors?
· Some prior programming experience
· Foundational knowledge of statistics 
· Proficiency in the English language

Pre-Course Preparation:
Students admitted to the Data Science Fellowship Program are provided access to preparatory material contained within a “12-Day Program.” They are asked to work through the material on their own and complete an associated Milestone Project. The Data Incubator recognizes that all of its students are starting out at slightly different levels, with different strengths and weaknesses, and exposure to all concepts necessary for program success is not uniform across the board. The purpose of the 12-Day Program and its associated Milestone Project is to ensure that all students entering the Fellowship have the foundational skills necessary for success. 

Student Assessment:
The Data Incubator assesses student performance in the following ways:
· Each module has an associated mini-project that students must complete. These mini-projects require students to write code and submit their answers to an automated grader. While there are weekly mini-project deadlines, students who have not met the 90% passing grade on each question are encouraged to continue working on the project until they achieve 90%. Students must achieve a 90% on all mini-project questions in order to graduate from the program. 
· Students will work on an individual Capstone Project throughout the course. This project will be of their own choosing and proposed during the admissions process. The goal of the Capstone is to give students a project for their portfolio that they can showcase in conversation with potential employers. Students will submit a brief (2-minute max) video each week that will be used by instructors to judge Capstone progress. Students will review one another’s videos each week and provide feedback; each Friday, a few videos will be selected for group discussion during the interview practice lecture. Submission of a final Capstone video that meets the standards in the rubric provided to students in the course syllabus is necessary for program graduation. Students meet with an instructor at least once per week to review progress on their project and practice presenting their work to a general audience.  They will submit some deliverable as well as a written summary of their project as part of the graduation requirements.
· Students complete daily coding challenges (via HackerRank) to help them become familiar with the types of questions they may be asked in a coding interview. While these are not graded, participation in the coding challenges is mandatory. 

Graduation Requirements:
In order to graduate from the program, students must achieve a 90% on all mini-project questions and submit a Capstone deliverable and write-upfinal Capstone video.






[bookmark: _h90niykw4kyz]Data Science Fellowship Program Admissions Policies


Entrance Requirements
Students must have (or be within one year of completing) either a Master’s or PhD from an institution of higher education accredited by an accrediting association recognized by the US Department of Education. The Data Incubator does not admit ability-to-benefit students. 	Comment by Robert Schroll: Update to allow bachelors with work experience?
 
Prospective students must be proficient in instruction in the English language and possess the skills necessary to operate a computer. Some prior programming experience is necessary for successful admission, as well as a foundational knowledge of statistics. 

Admittance Standards
The Data Science Fellowship Program is a competitive program for admittance. Our admissions process involves a written application, a technical coding challenge, a resume review, and a video conference interview. 

Admissions Deadline
Admissions decisions are sent out at least 4 weeks prior to the first day of the course. The Data Incubator reserves the right to make exceptions and admit students to a given course after the admissions deadline has passed under special circumstances. 


[bookmark: _1ngqzneh2hd4]Data Science Fellowship Program Curriculum Overview


For a further breakdown of topics covered, see https://www.thedataincubator.com/curriculum.html 

A week is spent on each of the following eight technical modules:

DATA WRANGLING

Module Description:

The first step of data science is mastering the computational foundations on which data science is built. We cover the fundamental topics of programming relevant for data science - including pandas, NumPy, SciPy, Matplotlib, regular expressions, SQL, JSON, XML, checkpointing, and web scraping - that form the core libraries around handling structured and unstructured data in Python. Students gain practical experience manipulating messy, real-world data using these libraries. They also walk away with a firm understanding of tools like pip, git, Python, Jupyter notebooks, pdb, and unit testing that leverage existing open-source packages to accelerate data exploration, development, debugging, and collaboration.

Topic Outline:

· Consuming APIs (and JSON)
· SQL - Standard Query Language
· Iterators, Generators, and Coroutines
· Overview of Scraping and Munging Technologies
· How to (Software) Engineer Real Good
· Pandas
· Scraping
· Dealing with Strings in Python
· NumPy, SciPy, and Matplotlib

Associated Project Work:

Students will scrape picture captions off of a website that tracks the goings-on of New York’s socially well-to-do. By extracting names from these captions, they will assemble a graph of friendships amongst this crowd. Analysis of this graph will produce insights about the most connected New Yorkers.

Students will assemble a SQL database of 4 years’ worth of NYC restaurant inspection data. They will write and execute queries against this database to understand the variations in scores and violations across the city and between different types of restaurants.


INTRODUCTION TO MACHINE LEARNING

Module Description:

In a world with abundant data, leveraging machines to learn valuable patterns from structured data can be extremely powerful. We explore the basics of machine learning, discussing concepts like regression, classification, model evaluation metrics, overfitting, variance versus bias, linear regression, ensemble methods, model selection, and hyperparameter optimization. Through powerful packages such as scikit-learn, students come away with a strong understanding of core concepts in machine learning as well as the ability to efficiently train and benchmark accurate predictive models. They gain hands-on experience building complex ETL pipelines to handle data in a variety of formats, developing models with tools like feature unions and pipelines to reduce duplicate work, and practicing tricks like parallelization to speed up prototyping and development.

Topic Outline:

· K Nearest Neighbors
· Unsupervised Learning
· Bias, Variance, and Overfitting
· Scikit-learn Workflow
· Learning and Metrics
· Linear and Logistic Regression

Associated Project Work:

Students will develop a series of models to predict a venue’s star rating from various features. Working from 100MB of real-world data, they will start with location-based models before building models based on other attributes of the venues. Finally, an ensemble model will blend the individual models into a final prediction of the venue’s popularity.




SQL AND PRODUCTION TOPICS

Module Description:

Most data is stored in databases, and they have to be accessed through interfaces. The most common one is SQL, a declarative language that lets us tell the database which data we want and how to present it. We cover the basics of the language itself and some of the Python tools related to it.

Topic Outline:
· Creating Tables
· Database connectors
· Temporary tables and views
· SQL Alchemy
· A note on SQL flavors

Associated Project Work:

Students will assemble a SQL database of 4 years worth of NYC restaurant inspection data. They will write and execute queries against this database to understand the variations in scores and violations across the city and between different types of restaurants.




DATA VISUALIZATION

Module Description:

Data science is about helping humans understand the story behind the data, and visualizations provide a powerful tool for helping the analyst understand and communicate that story. We discuss the biases and limitations of both visual and statistical analysis to promote a more holistic approach.

Topic Outline:

· Explanatory Visualization with D3
· Advanced D3
· Visualizing Large / High Dimensional Datasets
· Exploratory Visualization
· Overview of Data Visualization
· JS Visualization in Python
· An HTML Primer
· A Javascript Primer
· Visualization Theory

Associated Project Work:

Students will build and deploy two interactive visualizations for their Capstone projects.

Additional optional practice:
Students will build an interactive website giving information on NYC’s bus system. They will process historical data and develop plots to illustrate trends. Using a live feed of bus information, they will compare the current state to this historical average. All of the visualization will be deployed as a Flask app running on Heroku.




ADVANCED MACHINE LEARNING

Module Description:

While machine learning on structured data lays an important foundation, a larger world of analytical opportunities becomes available through understanding advanced machine learning techniques and how to handle unstructured data. We explore techniques such as support vector machines, decision trees, random forests, neural nets, clustering, KMeans, expectation maximization, time series, and signal processing. Students come away with intuition about the suitability of different techniques for different problems. In addition to handling structured data, students directly apply these techniques to large volumes of real-world unstructured data, solving problems in natural language processing using Word2Vec, bag of words, feature hashing, and topic modelling.

Topic Outline:

· Support Vector Machines (SVM)
· Deep Learning
· Recommendation Engine
· Decision Trees and Random Forests
· Time Series
· Comparing ML Algorithms
· Outlier Detection
· Unbalanced Classes
· Word Disambiguation Using NLP
· Digital Signals

Associated Project Work:

Students will use NLP techniques to extract sentiment from English text. Working with 300MB of venue reviews, they will build a series of models to predict the star rating associated with a given review. They will also examine statistically improbable phrases that appear in the text corpus.

Students will examine methods of dealing with seasonality, as they build models to predict temperatures in several cities. The training data come from National Weather Service observations and must be cleaned before use.

Students will build a machine learning model to classify musical snippets by genre. Working from raw waveforms, they will extract a number of features to use as input to a model. In processing 200MB worth of data, students must consider efficiency and performance issues.


THINKING OUTSIDE THE DATA

Module Description:

Sometimes the most important question to ask in data science comes from thinking beyond the data itself. We explore a myriad of topics that affect data science decision making as a whole, and affect the implementation of data-driven business policies. Important topics include data fidelity, relevance, and the value of additional data. Bias is a major theme, and students think about how their conclusions are influenced by data collection, external factors, internal structuring, procedural artifacts, and more. Students gain a broader understanding of how to balance tradeoffs to suit the business problem, such as when to favor accuracy over interpretability and vice versa. We also discuss more practical engineering considerations like building for prediction speed or robustness, and deploying to different environments. Students apply this knowledge to case studies that simulate what they would be expected to contribute as part of a real-world team faced with a business problem.

Topic Outline:

· Hypothesis Testing
· Personal Interview Questions
· Algorithms and Data Structures
· The purpose of case studies
· What the data really says
· Statistics




DISTRIBUTED COMPUTING WITH SPARK

Module Description:

Spark is a technology at the forefront of distributed computing that offers a more abstract - but more powerful - API. This module includes the basics of Scala like map, flatmap, for comprehension, and data structures. We cover core concepts of Spark like resilient distributed datasets, memory caching, actions, transformations, tuning, and optimization. Students get to build functioning applications from end to end and learn critical tooling around Spark (sbt, jvm) to make them more productive. They apply that knowledge to directly developing, building, and deploying Spark jobs to run on large, real-world datasets in the cloud (AWS and Google Cloud Platform).

Topic Outline:

· Tweet mini case study
· SparkR
· Streaming Technologies
· PySpark Intro
· Spark MLlib
· DataFrames
· Creating Spark Applications
· Spark Intro
· Scalding (Scala on Cascading)
· Scala Primer
· PySpark MLlib
· Advanced Topics in Spark
· DataFrames

Associated Project Work:

Students will use Spark to parse and process 10GB of data on posts and users of a popular Q&A website. They will extract insights on the posting habits of users and develop predictors of user behavior from their posts. Spark’s machine learning capabilities will be used to discover meaning in unstructured text data.




DEEP LEARNING IN TENSORFLOW

Module Description:

TensorFlow is taking the world of deep learning by storm, but it is actually a fairly general platform for large numeric computation. We demonstrate its capabilities through its Python interface and build some simple machine learning models. We give a brief overview of the theory of neural networks, including convolutional and recurrent layers. Students will practice building and testing these networks in TensorFlow, using real-world data. They will come away with both theoretical and practical understanding of the algorithms behind deep-learning algorithms.

Topic Outline:

· Introduction to TensorFlow
· Iterative Algorithms
· Machine Learning in TensorFlow
· Basic Neural Networks
· Deep Neural Networks
· Adversarial Noise
· Convolutional Neural Networks
· DeepDream and the Inception Model
· Variational Autoencoders
· Recurrent Neural Networks
· Other Resources

Associated Project Work:

Students will build a series of models to classify images from the Cifar-10 dataset. These models will include basic image analysis, convolutional neural networks, and transfer learned deep neural networks. 






In addition, we have a Job Search curriculum that is taught throughout the program:

Job Search Curriculum

Our Job Search curriculum is designed to teach both the technical aspects of job searching in data science - coding and programming interviews - as well as the soft skills aspects. We assist Fellows in designing a data science resume, crafting cover letters, and developing behavioral interviewing techniques as well as strategies for professional salary and benefit negotiation.

We hold two job search sessions a week: a soft skills lecture, and an interview practice session focusing on coding and statistics interview questions.

As part of the Job Search curriculum, Fellows complete resumes, cover letters, and interview practice sessions which are graded and required for completion of the program.











[bookmark: _84ik7doqidfv]Transfer of Credit

Data Incubator courses are not credit-­bearing. The Data Incubator does not accept hours or credit from other institutions through transfer of credit, challenge examinations, achievement tests, or experiential learning. Courses taken at The Data Incubator are unlikely to count as transfer credit at another institution. The Data Incubator does not give or evaluate experiential learning credit. 



[bookmark: _1gqvbo34z2so]Academic Policies


[bookmark: _hrkkrlupc9jz]Hours:
Academic credit is measured in clock hours. One (1) hour of instructional time is defined as a sixty (60) minute period.

[bookmark: _i0knvmkbitxo]Probation:
The Data Incubator does not provide a probation option. If a student is not making satisfactory progress as determined by the Student Assessment procedures described in the Course Description, they may be dismissed from the program.

[bookmark: _szzcrd47pi0y]Attendance:
This attendance policy exists to ensure that students get the most out of the program. In order to successfully complete the program, students are expected to attend every session. Attendance is not required in the case of job interviews and sickness, though students must communicate their absences to a Data Incubator instructor. Likewise, if an unexpected conflict arises, contact a Data Incubator instructor.

[bookmark: _pvdowdmvzmem]Completion:
[bookmark: _ap0ftvy7gdf6]For the Fellowship, a LinkedIn Certificate and Certificate of Completion are issued within 10 days of the end of the two-week grace period for assignment completion following the end of the course (in other words, 10 days from the end of “Week 10”) to each student who has successfully completed the Data Science Fellowship Program. A Letter of Completion will also be available upon request.

[bookmark: _bfry7wewkp30]Student Rights:
1. Students have the right to equal opportunity education and non-­discrimination based on sex, gender, race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, disability, medical condition, genetic information, marital status, sexual orientation, or other categories protected by law of the states in which we operate. 
2. Students have the right to view their own academic records. 
3. Students have the right to cancel or withdraw from their course, per The Data Incubator’s Cancellation, Withdrawal, and Refund Policy. 
4. Students have the right to file a grievance, per The Data Incubator’s Grievance Procedure.



[bookmark: _l5wnytaa8kqf]Student Services


[bookmark: _j1940yben08t]Housing:
The Data Incubator does not provide student housing. 

[bookmark: _q10v1i67i2h]Library and Learning Resources:
Fellowship students at The Data Incubator have access to over 650 pages of comprehensive notes for over 125 hours' worth of lectures contained in interactive Jupyter notebooks to allow for hands-on learning. Students are given access to the notebooks at the start of the program and are able to maintain access after program completion. Materials are available 24 hours a day and accessible with an internet connection, which is provided at each of The Data Incubator’s locations. 

In addition to the course notebooks, resources available to Fellowship students include:
· Substantial references to both print and readily available online resources contained within curriculum materials 
· A dedicated Slack team, to serve as a forum for questions, discussion, and collaboration
· Technical lectures daily(one of which is focused on discussing the day's coding challenge) 
· Dedicated office hours (hosted on Zoom), held three times per week

Fellowship instructors have dedicated office hours three times a week, but are also available throughout the day (via Slack) to answer questions and offer assistance. 

Additionally, Fellowship students retain access to the pre-course preparation materials (contained within the “12-Day Program”) provided prior to program start. These can be used as a reference throughout the course as well.

[bookmark: _thxpcvl5q9la]Career and Job Placement Assistance:
The Data Incubator provides job placement assistance for the Fellowship program.

For the Fellowship, The Data Incubator has a network of 400+ hiring partner companies and its goal is to help its students find employment in data science roles with these companies. Students who maintain passing scores in the program (minimum of 90% on all miniproject assignments) and complete the soft skills assignments are given access to the contacts and open roles with the Incubator’s hiring partners. 

Our Job Search curriculum is designed to teach both the technical aspects of job searching in data science - coding and programming interviews - as well as the soft skills aspects. We assist Fellows in designing a data science resume, crafting cover letters, and developing behavioral interviewing techniques as well as strategies for professional salary and benefits negotiation.

We hold two job search sessions a week: a soft skills lecture, and an interview practice session focusing on coding and statistics interview questions.

As part of the Job Search curriculum, Fellows complete resumes, cover letters, and interview practice sessions which are graded and required for completion of the program.

The Incubator assists its Fellowship students in placements as often as possible but does not guarantee job placement to any student.

[bookmark: _12tjodg5jezt]Distance Education:
Students participating in one of The Data Incubator’s courses online (“distance education”) will receive instruction in real time and feedback on their assignments. Mini-projects are graded via an automated grader, so students receive their scores within minutes. 

[bookmark: _twm72hci0or1]Student Records and Files:
Student final grade, descriptions of courses offered, and transcripts are maintained permanently. All other school and student records will be maintained electronically for 50 years.
 
Students may view their own academic records. Students who seek to view their own records should contact the Program Experience Director. 
 
The Data Incubator will take reasonable steps to protect the privacy of personal information contained in student records. 




[bookmark: _lvv24hkmv79c]Grievance Procedures


Internal Grievance Procedure: 
Persons seeking to resolve problems or complaints should contact the Program Experience Director for any ethics issues or grievances about classes, students, instructors, staff members, or situations. If a resolution does not occur, students who have concerns may contact the COO or CAO. Any contact/discussion with the COO / CAO is completely confidential. 

External Grievance Procedure: 
A student or any member of the public may file a complaint about this institution with the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education by calling the toll-­free phone number at 888-­370-­7589, or by completing a complaint form, which can be obtained on the Bureau’s Internet Web Site: www.bppe.ca.gov.



[bookmark: _k9i3ly64c51q]Cancellation, Withdrawal, Dismissal, and Refund Policies


[bookmark: _fylke42hk7ff]Cancellation:
The Student has the right to cancel without any penalty or obligation the Friday prior to the first day of class. Cancellation is effective when the student provides written notice of cancellation to Admissions Lead via email: admissions@thedataincubator.com 
The notice must clearly express the student no longer wishes to be bound by the Enrollment Agreement. If the Agreement is cancelled in the manner described within Section 4 of the Agreement, the Institution will refund the student any net institutional fees paid, less the Registration Fee, within 30 days after notice of cancellation is received

[bookmark: _yzv0jrs9e8fc]Withdrawal:
If a student withdraws after the first day of the program, they will receive a pro-rata refund if they have completed sixty percent (60%) or less of the course through the last day of attendance. Student shall be responsible for 100% of the tuition if they completed more than sixty percent (60%) of the course. For the purposes of determining the amount of the refund, the date of the student’s withdrawal shall be deemed the later of the last day of attendance or notification of withdrawal. All refunds will be paid within 30 days of the withdrawal. Student may withdraw from the program if they provide written notice of withdrawal to Admissions Lead via email: admissions@thedataincubator.com
The refund shall be based on net institutional fees paid, less the Registration/Deposit Fee. 

[bookmark: _p11ugp73rahd]Dismissal:
The Data Incubator reserves the right to terminate a student’s training at any point. 

[bookmark: _tnoqta7e818j]Refund Policy:
All refunds will be paid within 30 days of cancellation. Students who cancel their enrollment in accordance with the Cancellation Policy will receive a refund of all moneys paid, less the Registration Fee and any Non-Institutional Fees. Students who withdraw after the cancellation period should reference their signed Enrollment Agreement for applicable refund provisions.


	




[bookmark: _zgyshne0mmb0]Tuition and Fees

Unless otherwise agreed to in a private lending agreement and as approved by The Data Incubator, students must issue payment for 100% of the total tuition by the first day of instruction. The Data Incubator may allow students to delay payment of tuition under extraordinary circumstances. If you believe you have an extraordinary circumstance, please reach out to admissions@thedataincubator.com. 

Fellowship Program:
Note: A period of attendance comprises the entire program. Hence, the fees for a period of attendance are the fees for the entire educational program. 
	
	Fellow
	Scholar: online, direct payment
	Scholar: online, financed payment

	Registration Fee (Institutional)
	$250.00
	$250.00
	$250.00

	Supplies & Equipment Fee (Non-institutional)
	$1,750.00
	$1,750.00
	$1,750.00

	Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) Fee * (Non-institutional, non-refundable)
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Tuition Fee (Institutional)
	$11,000.00
	$11,000.00
	$11,000.00

	Direct Payment Discount (Institutional)
	- $1,000
	- $1,000
	N/A

	Fellowship Discount (Institutional)
	- $11,750
	N/A
	N/A

	Total Fees for Period of Attendance **
	$250.00
	$10,000.00
	$11,000.00

	Total Program Fees for Entire Educational Program **
	$250.00
	$10,000.00
	$11,000.00



*STRF: $0.00 for every $1,000 of tuition rounded to the nearest $1,000. Applies only to students in California. 
**A period of attendance comprises the entire program. Hence, the fees for a period of attendance are the fees for the entire educational program.
 
Please see Appendix C for information regarding the Student Tuition Recovery Fund. 

[bookmark: _poarkwju6hce]Financial Assistance 


The Data Incubator does not participate in federal or state financial aid programs and we do not provide institutional financing. 

Loans:

If a student obtains a loan to pay for an educational program, the student will have to repay the full amount of the loan plus interest, less the amount of any refund. If the student receives federal student financial aid funds, the student is entitled to a refund of the moneys not paid from federal financial aid funds. 
 
If a student defaults on a federal or state loan, both of the following may occur: (1) The federal or state government or a loan guarantee agency may take action against the student, including garnishing an income tax refund; and (2) The student may not be eligible for any other government financial assistance at another institution until the loan is repaid. 







[bookmark: _wewpvhncr9u7]General Information for California Students


As a prospective student, you are encouraged to review this catalog prior to signing an enrollment agreement. You are also encouraged to review the School Performance Fact Sheet, which must be provided to you prior signing an enrollment agreement. Students will be provided with a PDF version of the catalog before receiving an enrollment agreement. The catalog will also be made available on The Data Incubator’s website.
 
The school catalog is reviewed at the end of each year for regulatory and compliance requirements. All course information, school policies, and student information are updated where necessary. The Data Incubator reserves the right to change any provision of the catalog at any time. Students are expected to read and be familiar with the information contained in the catalog and with all school policies. By enrolling in The Data Incubator, the Student agrees to abide by the terms stated in the catalog and all school policies. 

The Data Incubator does not participate in federal or state financial aid programs. 
 
The Data Incubator is not accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education at this time, and therefore does not qualify to offer federal (Title IV), state, or any other government financial aid. 

The Data Incubator is not operating as a debtor in possession, has not filed a petition within the preceding five years, nor has this institution had a petition in bankruptcy filed against it within the preceding five years that resulted in reorganization under Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code (11 .S.C. Sec.1101 et seq.) 94909(a)(12).




[bookmark: _ur5g82c0afaz]Appendix A: Management	Comment by Robert Schroll: Add Harish here?

Philip Alexander, Chief Executive Officer
Sierra King, Director, Admissions and Programs
Sarah Fugate, Director, Hiring Partnerships
Robert Schroll, Lead Data Scientist in Residence 



[bookmark: _o4izrhss7r9i]Appendix B: Faculty	Comment by Robert Schroll: Add Brian here?

The Data Incubator employs the following full-time instructors (Data Scientists in Residence). Biographies for instructors can be found on The Data Incubator’s website at https://www.thedataincubator.com/curriculum.html. 

	Instructor
	Course
	Degree
	Institution
	Years of Experience

	Robert Schroll
	Fellowship
	PhD, Physics
	University of Chicago
	12+ years data analysis; 10+ years Python programing; 8+ years software development

	Richard Ott
	Fellowship
	PhD, Physics
	Massachusetts Institute of Technology
	10+ years data analysis and software development

	Don Fox
	Fellowship
	PhD, Chemical Engineering
	Cornell University
	7+ years data analysis and research

	Ana Hocevar
	Fellowship
	PhD, Physics 
	University of Ljubljana
	10+ years data analysis, research, and programming 

	Russell Martin
	Fellowship
	PhD, Applied Mathematics
	Georgia Institute of Technology
	18+ years data analysis and research; 13+ years teaching







[bookmark: _ygexp2ze0cp8]Appendix C: Specific Disclosures Required by the California Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education

The Data Incubator is a private education institution approved to operate by the California Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education (BPPE). Approval to operate means compliance with state standards set forth in the CEC and 5, CCR. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE SERVICES
The Data Incubator does not provide international student visa services nor vouch for a student’s status, and/or any related or associated charges. The Data Incubator does not offer English as a second language instruction. All instruction occurs in English. Language proficiency is judged in the Fellowship admissions interview.

NOTICE CONCERNING TRANSFERABILITY OF CREDITS AND CREDENTIALS EARNED AT OUR INSTITUTION
The transferability of credits you earn at The Data Incubator is at the complete discretion of an institution to which you may seek to transfer. Acceptance of the certificate you earn in the educational program is also at the complete discretion of the institution to which you may seek to transfer. If the credits or certificate that you earn at this institution are not accepted at the institution to which you seek to transfer, you may be required to repeat some or all of your coursework at that institution. For this reason you should make certain that your attendance at this institution will meet your educational goals. This may include contacting an institution to which you may seek to transfer after attending The Data Incubator to determine if your certificate will transfer.
 
ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS
The Data Incubator has not entered into transfer or articulation agreements with any other college or university. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE POLICY
The Data Incubator does not grant leaves of absence. 
 
HOUSING
The Data Incubator does not assume responsibility for student housing, does not have dormitory facilities under its control, and does not offer student housing assistance.



STUDENT TUITION RECOVERY FUND (STRF)
The State of California established the Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) to relieve or mitigate economic loss suffered by a student in an educational program at a qualifying institution, who is or was a California resident while enrolled, or was enrolled in a residency program, if the student enrolled in the institution, prepaid tuition, and suffered an economic loss. Unless relieved of the obligation to do so, you must pay the state-imposed assessment for the STRF, or it must be paid on your behalf, if you are a student in an educational program, who is a California resident, or are enrolled in a residency program, and prepay all or part of your tuition.

You are not eligible for protection from the STRF and you are not required to pay the STRF assessment, if you are not a California resident, or are not enrolled in a residency program.

It is important that you keep copies of your enrollment agreement, financial aid documents, receipts, or any other information that documents the amount paid to the school. Questions regarding the STRF may be directed to the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education,1747 N. Market Blvd Ste 225 Sacramento CA 95834, (916) 431-6959 or (888) 370-7589.

To be eligible for STRF, you must be a California resident or are enrolled in a residency program, prepaid tuition, paid or deemed to have paid the STRF assessment, and suffered an economic loss as a result of any of the following:
1. The institution, a location of the institution, or an educational program offered by the institution was closed or discontinued, and you did not choose to participate in a teach-out plan approved by the Bureau or did not complete a chosen teach-out plan approved by the Bureau.
2. You were enrolled at an institution or a location of the institution within the 120 day period before the closure of the institution or location of the institution, or were enrolled in an educational program within the 120 day period before the program was discontinued.
3. You were enrolled at an institution or a location of the institution more than 120 days before the closure of the institution or location of the institution, in an educational program offered by the institution as to which the Bureau determined there was a significant decline in the quality or value of the program more than 120 days before closure.
4. The institution has been ordered to pay a refund by the Bureau but has failed to do so.
5. The institution has failed to pay or reimburse loan proceeds under a federal student loan program as required by law, or has failed to pay or reimburse proceeds received by the institution in excess of tuition and other costs.
6. You have been awarded restitution, a refund, or other monetary award by an arbitrator or court, based on a violation of this chapter by an institution or representative of an institution, but have been unable to collect the award from the institution.
7. You sought legal counsel that resulted in the cancellation of one or more of your student loans and have an invoice for services rendered and evidence of the cancellation of the student loan or loans.

To qualify for STRF reimbursement, the application must be received within four (4) years from the date of the action or event that made the student eligible for recovery from STRF.

A student whose loan is revived by a loan holder or debt collector after a period of noncollection may, at any time, file a written application for recovery from STRF for the debt that would have otherwise been eligible for recovery. If it has been more than four (4) years since the action or event that made the student eligible, the student must have filed a written application for recovery within the original four (4) year period, unless the period has been extended by another act of law.

However, no claim can be paid to any student without a social security number or a taxpayer identification number.





GENERAL INFORMATION
As a prospective student, you are encouraged to review this catalog prior to signing an enrollment agreement. You are also encouraged to review the School Performance Fact Sheet, which must be provided to you prior to signing an enrollment agreement. 
 
Any questions a student may have regarding this catalog that have not been satisfactorily answered by the school may be directed to the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education at 1747 N. Market Blvd Ste 225 Sacramento CA 95834, www.bppe.ca.gov, toll-­free telephone number (888) 370-­7589 or by fax (916) 263-­1897. 
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